Then...

Oliver Perry Hanna settled in the Little Goose valley, along
what would later be called “Hanna Creek”, in 1878. In October
1880, John Henry Sackett and Charles W Skinner first freighted
four wagonloads of groceries into the Big Horn area from
Cheyenne. The location of the first store was at the site of the
Polo Ranch now known as the Jan Pamela Ranch. From this
location the partnership moved to the Sackett ranch, the same
location as two log cabins owned by a trapper named Simone.
By 1881, the settlement of Big Horn had grown to the point that
Oliver Perry Hanna along with John Henry Sackett, Charles W
Skinner, and William E Jackson decided a city must be laid out
and established. Sackett, Skinner and Jackson gave up parts of
their homesteads to provide available land, and Jack Dow
surveyed and mapped out the new town. That same year, John
Henry Sackett was appointed postmaster. He and C W Skinner
1884 Big Horn Mercantile photo submitted by Collette Eliason
built a 15x15 frame building on Main Street facing south,
“O P Benefield, J W Austin, W E Jackson, C A Farwell, Sackett boy,
J H Sackett, C W Skinner, 2 unknown men, O P Hanna, 2 Wolfe boys,
behind the current location of the mercantile. They moved their
J W Wolfe, unknown man on horse, Sackett boy in upper left window.”
grocery store to this location, calling it Beatty’s Organ, and also
relocated the post office to this site. In 1882 Sackett and Skinner built and opened their business in the Big Horn Mercantile,
which is still standing and has been in continuous use all of these years since. November 1887, C W Skinner bought J H
Sackett’s interest in the Big Horn Mercantile. From that time until present time the building has been owned solely by the
Skinner family and their descendants. When Sackett and Skinner moved their store to the new mercantile building, they also
moved the post office to the mercantile building, where it has also remained to this day. Only twice in 133 years was it
located elsewhere. John T Conley moved it to his store, at the location of the present firehouse, from 1901-1915, and for
three months (Oct 30 – Dec 31) in 1979 it was housed in the Bozeman Trail Museum while new boxes were being installed.

Hitching Post photo submitted by Collette Eliason

The main floor of the Big Horn Mercantile has been used as a general
store and also as a sandwich shop. The second floor was originally
used as a dance hall, and a place for other social gatherings such as
Christmas parties and roller-skating. From 1925 to 1939, Ira S Bowker
operated the Mercantile. After Fred Skinner (oldest son of C W
Skinner) became postmaster in 1939, he and his wife, Dorothy,
remodeled the upstairs into an apartment and added an elevator. They
were the operators from 1939 to 1960. Edgar Foster Bundy was the
Mercantile operator from 1960 to 1978. Earl R “Skip” and Kathleen
Isreal were operators after Mr. Bundy. C W Skinner’s great grandson,
Tom Harper, and his wife Holly were operators from 2001 to 2004,
and currently own the Big Horn Mercantile. Tom and Candace
Swanson were the most recent operators, who made BBQ. The Big
Horn Mercantile not only has a long history, but also holds historical
value for local families, as parents bring their children in to show them
a place that they knew and visited when they were children.
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...and NOW!

The newest operator of the Big Horn Mercantile, Doug Meier, opened a
pizzeria and sub shop on June 1, 2015. “Big Horn Mercantile Brick Oven
Pizza” is offering New York style, thin crust, traditional brick oven pizzas
with fresh ingredients, including custom blended sausages from Sackett’s
Market, baked at 700 degrees. You can order a specialty pizza from the
menu or build your own. Doug is also offering made-to-order subs. Beer
and wine are served to complement your meal. There is plenty of room to
dine in, or if you’d rather, take out and take-and-bake pizzas are also
available. Calzones and breadsticks will be available soon. For your sweet
tooth, the “Big Horn Mercantile Brick Oven Pizza” has cookies, desserts,
ice cream and Mars candies. Rumor has it; specialty coffees and breakfast
burritos will also be available in the mornings, coming soon!

The May 9, 1885 edition of The Sentinel newspaper stated – “carpenters are busily engaged
in erecting a 24x60 foot building for Sackett & Skinner, which is to be used by that firm as a
warehouse.”
This describes the barn to the east of the Big Horn Mercantile and the Big Horn Post Office.
This building was demolished 130 years, almost to the day, after it was built, from May 4th
through the 8th, 2015. Owners Tom and Holly Harper have plans to rebuild an event hall in
its place.

“The Barn” photo submitted by Collette Eliason

Sponsored by:

“The Barn in Big Horn” will be a venue for holiday parties, weddings, markets and cooking
classes. Reclaimed wood from the original barn will be used in the façade, maintaining the
false front, to keep the historic look and feel. The new building will be two stories tall with
vaulted ceilings. The front entrance will include a large open space, and a room upstairs for
brides to prepare for their wedding. Brides can use the grand staircase for their grand entrance
into the ceremony. There will be offices on the second floor, available for lease, and a kitchen
in the back of the building for catering events. “The Barn in Big Horn” is scheduled to open
this fall.
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