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BIG HORN
Easter is approaching, and the Easter bunny will find
a plethora of pheasant eggs, already colored light
brown and light green, at the Sheridan Bird Farm!
The Sheridan Bird Farm is located just three and a
half miles from Big Horn. The facility is operated by
the Wyoming Game and Fish Department, and raises
approximately 16,000 ring-necked pheasants annually
for release in habitats throughout northern Wyoming.
The ring-necked pheasant is not native to the United
States. Oregon native, Owen Nickerson Denny
(1838-1900), the former United States consul general
to Shanghai, China, shipped 60 Chinese Ring-necked
Pheasants from China to Oregon on March 13, 1881.
Pheasants were not introduced to Wyoming until the establishment of the Sheridan Bird Farm in
1937. Wyoming’s wild pheasant population is negligible, so nearly all pheasants that you see in
the wild originated from either the Sheridan Bird Farm or the Downer Bird Farm in Yoder, near
Torrington, which was established in 1963. Wyoming is considered a big game state and not a
bird state. The bird farm release program supplements the minimal wild bird population.
The Sheridan Bird farm usually has four hatches per year. Approximately 1,000 hens lay an average of one
egg per day until late May. They begin laying in mid-March and hatchlings can be viewed in early May.
Employees collect eggs, hand wash them and inspect them
for deformities that could prevent hatching. The eggs are
put into coolers that suspend the development of the eggs,
holding them in a state of readiness for no more than 9-10
days. When 7000 eggs have been collected they are all
transferred to a computer-controlled incubator with
oscillating trays that simulate a hen turning the eggs, as she
would do if they were in a nest. The incubator holds 21,000
eggs at most. The chicks hatch in 23 days. Hatching can
take up to 16 hours for each chick. About 75-80% of the
eggs will hatch. When one batch of eggs
is taken out of the incubator, another is
put in. After hatching the chicks are
Outdoor Pen photo submitted by Kimberly Trevithick placed in a warm building. When they
are big enough, they are moved to the
outdoor pens. The Sheridan Bird Farm
facility can hold 13,000-14,000 pheasants.
Everyday from the last week in October
through mid-December, the pheasants
are loaded into trucks and released in
several areas all over northern Wyoming,
providing quarry for the hunting season.
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